
Year 4 Curriculum Newsletter 
Autumn Term 2022 

Welcome to Year 4! Our topic for this half term is Earthquakes. 

Subject Coverage  Knowledge &  Skills 

English 

Explanation Texts: Rocks (The 

Street Beneath your Feet). 

3rd Person Narrative: Stone 

Age Boy. 

Performance Poetry. 

Punctuate sentences correctly  

Understand how to identify the purpose, audience and context of texts 

Use headings and subheadings to organise writing 

Use paragraphs as a way to group related material 

Use conjunctions to join clauses in sentences. 

Use the third person 

Use the present tense  

Use adjectives and expanded noun phrases to add detail 
Use commas after fronted adverbials 

Learn new spelling rules and the words from the Year 3/4 statutory list  
Continue to consolidate and learn letter joins  

Maths 

Place Value: Read, write and recognise numbers up to 1,000, compare and order numbers, rounding up to the nearest 1,000, 

recognise and use roman numerals.  

Addition and Subtraction: Use and understand formal methods to add and subtract up to four digits, use these methods to 

solve problems. 

Science 

Autumn 1: Rocks 

 

Knowledge:  Compare and group together different types of rocks on the basis of their 

appearance and simple physical properties. Describe in simple terms how fossils are 

formed when things that have lived are trapped within rock. Recognise that soils are made 

from rocks and organic matter. 

Skills: Report on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations, displays 

or presentations of results and conclusions. Identify differences, similarities or changes 

related to simple scientific ideas and processes. 

Humani-

ties 

Geography: Why do some 

earthquakes cause more dam-

age than others? 

 

Locate and describe the effects of the Christchurch earthquake of 2011, observe and record 
the distribution of earthquakes in New Zealand, identify, describe and explain the causes of 
earthquakes. Describe and explain why New Zealand experiences earthquakes when they 
don’t occur at all in many other areas of the world, identify, describe and explain the caus-
es of volcanoes, explain why volcanoes often occur at the same location as earthquakes in 
places such as New Zealand. Locate, describe and explain why so many earthquakes and 
volcanoes occur around the Pacific Ring of Fire. 

What We Will Be Learning Across The Curriculum 

Christian Values 

First half term:  
Thankfulness 

Key Information 
Staffing: Miss Larsen (Rhinos), Mr Mison (Elephants). 
Teaching assistants: Mrs Collins, Miss May, Mrs Colman, Miss Starie 
Class Emails:  
Rhinos@thurstonprimary.net 
Elephants@thurstonprimary.net 
PE:  
Rhinos: Tuesday (swimming) 
Elephants: Tuesday (Please come to school wearing your PE kit). 
Library Days:  
Rhinos: Tuesday 
Elephants: Thursday. 

You will never have this day again so, with the guidance of God, make it count! 

mailto:Rhinos@thurstonprimary.net
mailto:elephants@thurstonprimary.net


Computing 

Autumn 1: Computing 
systems and networks 1: 
Networks and the inter-
net 
 

Learn about the purpose of routers. 
Understanding the role of the key components of a network, how they work and their pur-
pose. 
Understand that websites & videos are files that are shared from one computer to another. 
Learn about the role of packets. 
Identifying the key components within a network, including whether they are wired or wire-
less. 
Recognising links between networks and the internet. 
Learn how data is transferred. 

RE 

Autumn 1: Christianity Christianity: How do Christians show that reconciliation with God and others is 

important? 

 

Art/DT 

Autumn 1: Growing 
Artists: Drawing  

Generate ideas from a range of stimuli and carry out simple research and evaluation as part 
of the making process, using sketchbooks to record this. Use a variety of drawing and 
painting skills, using their knowledge of colour mixing and making choices about suitable 
tools for a task. Mix colours with greater accuracy and begin to consider how colours can be 
used expressively. Use subject vocabulary to describe and compare creative works. Use their 
own experiences to explain how art works may have been made.  

PE 

Autumn 1:  

Elephants: Tag Rugby 

Rhinos: Swimming 

Tag Rugby: Develop different ways of throwing and catching. Move with the ball using a 
range of techniques showing control and fluency. Pass the ball with increasing speed, accu-
racy and success in a game situation, Occasionally contribute towards helping their team to 
keep and win back possession of the ball in a team game. Make the best use of space to pass 
and receive the ball.  
Dance: Describe how the body reacts at different times and how this affects performance. 
Explain why exercise is good for your health. Know some reasons for warming up and cool-
ing down. Identify and repeat the movement patterns and actions of a chosen dance style. 
Compose a dance that reflects the chosen dance style. Confidently improvise with a partner 
or on their own. Compose longer dance sequences in a small group. Demonstrate precision 
and some control in response to stimuli. Begin to vary dynamics and develop actions and 
motifs in response to stimuli. Demonstrate rhythm and spatial awareness. Change parts of a 
dance as a result of self-evaluation. Use simple dance vocabulary when comparing and im-
proving work. 
Swimming: Swim competently, confidently and proficiently over a distance of at least 25 
metres use a range of strokes effectively [for example, front crawl, backstroke and breast-
stroke] perform safe self-rescue in different water-based situations. 

MFL 

Autumn 1: La Famille 

 

Reading: To identify family members, recognise and spell with letters of the alphabet, list 

household items, use basic prepositions sur and dans to describe position. 

Listening: To give someone’s name, to describe someone, to identify family members, to 

recognise and spell with letters of the alphabet. 

Speaking: Family members: ma mère (mother), mon père (father), mon frère (brother), ma 

sœur (sister), mes parents (my parents), Letters of the alphabet a–z, plus some accented 

letters, Household objects: le CD (CD), le lecteur CD (CD player), l’ordinateur (computer), le 

jeu vidéo (video game), le DVD (DVD), la machine (machine), la table (table), la chaise (chair) 

Le CD est dans le lecteur de CD Le jeu vidéo est sur la table, Prepositions: dans (in), sur (on). 

Music 

Autumn 1: Creating 
compositions in re-
sponse to an animation 
(Mountains). 

Identifying gradual dynamic and tempo changes within a piece of music. 

Using musical vocabulary to discuss the purpose of a piece of music.  

Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 

music. 

Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical   

instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 

Use and understand staff and other musical notations. 

PSHE 

Autumn 1: Being a good 

friend 

Understand how people’s behaviour affects themselves and others, including online. 
How to model being polite and courteous in different situations and recognise the respectful 
behaviour they should receive in return. 
Understand that everyone should feel included, respected and not discriminated against. 

You will never have this day again so, with the guidance of God, make it count! 



Ways To Help At Home 

Reading/Phonics/Spelling 

Please try and read with and to your child everyday. This 

helps to build  vocabulary and support brain develop-

ment. Please record this on your child’s reading book-

mark. We recommend reading for at least 20 minutes per 

day at home. 

Children will be able to choose a book from the library to 

read in and out of school or are able to bring one in from 

home.  

Spellings will be set on a Friday and tested the following 

Friday. The words tested will be Year 4 words, which fol-

low the spelling sessions will be teaching in school.  

Knowledge Organisers 

We will continue to use knowledge organisers for many of our 

curriculum areas this year. Copies of these may be sent home at 

different points this term. When they do come home please 

spend some time looking at the information together with your 

child and helping  them  

Maths 

A task on Mathletics will be set for your child to com-

plete weekly. The length of this online activity will vary 

depending on the skill focus. Mathletics is a great re-

sources with additional games and activities should you 

child wish to further their Maths more.  

Based on our work in the classroom, your child will be 

set times tables on Times Table Rockstars.  Children 

should aim to practise these daily (using either their log 

in or alternative method).  

Please speak to/email your child’s class email if you have 

any queries about log ins.  

Wider Curriculum (KS2) 

This term, we will be learning about earthquakes 

in Geography.  

Create an earthquake-proof building out of recy-

cled materials.  

How much shaking can it withstand? 

You will never have this day again so, with the guidance of God, make it count! 


