
Year 3 Curriculum Newsletter 
Autumn Term 2022 

Welcome to Year 3! Our topics for this half term is: Earthquakes  

Subject Coverage  Knowledge &  Skills 

English 

Explanation Texts: Rocks (The 

Street Beneath your Feet). 

 

3rd Person Narrative: Stone Age 

Boy. 

 

Punctuate sentences correctly using capital letters, full stops, commas, exclamation 

marks and question marks. 

Use headings and subheadings to organise writing 

Use paragraphs as a way to group related material 

Use conjunctions to join clauses in sentences. 

Use the third person 

Use the present tense  

Use adjectives and expanded noun phrases to add detail 

Learn new spelling rules and how to spell the words from the Year 3/4 statutory list  

Continue to learn letter joins  

Maths 

Place Value: Read, write and represent numbers up to 100; compare and order numbers; partition numbers in 

different ways; place numbers onto a number line; find 1,10 or 100 more or less; count in steps of 50.  

 

Addition and Subtraction: Use and understand formal methods to add and subtract up to three digits, use these 

methods to solve problems. 

Science 

Rocks  Knowledge: Compare and group together different types of rocks on the 
basis of their appearance and simple physical properties, describe in simple 
terms how fossils are formed when things that have lived are trapped with-
in rock, recognise that soils are made from rocks and organic matter. 
 

Skills: Report on findings from enquiries, including oral and written 
explanations, displays or presentations of results and conclusions. 
Identify differences, similarities or changes related to simple scien-
tific ideas and processes. 

What We Will Be Learning Across The Curriculum 

Christian Values 

First half term:  
Thankfulness 

Second half term:  
Trust 

Key Information 
 

Staffing: Panda Class: Mrs Pollard (Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri) and Miss McGregor (Wed)  
              Sun Bear Class: Miss Pateman 
Teaching assistants: Mrs Colman and Miss Starie 
 

Class Emails:  
pandas@thurstonprimary.net 
sunbears@thurstonprimary.net  
 

PE:  
Pandas: Thursdays (Please come to school wearing your PE kit) 
Sun Bears: Fridays (Please come to school wearing your PE kit) 
 

Library Days:  
Pandas: Friday 
Sun Bears:: Wednesday 

You will never have this day again so, with the guidance of God, make it count! 

mailto:Rhinos@thurstonprimary.net
mailto:elephants@thurstonprimary.net


Humanities 

Geography: Why do some earth-

quakes cause more damage than 

others? 

 

 

Locate and describe the effects of the Christchurch earthquake of 2011, 
observe and record the distribution of earthquakes in New Zealand. 
Identify, describe and explain the causes of earthquakes, describe and 
explain why New Zealand experiences earthquakes when they don’t 
occur at all in many other areas of the world. Identify, describe and ex-
plain the causes of volcanoes, explain why volcanoes often occur at the 
same location as earthquakes in places such as New Zealand. Locate, 
describe and explain why so many earthquakes and volcanoes occur 
around the Pacific Ring of Fire. 

Computing 

Computing systems and networks 
1: Networks and the internet 

Recognise that a network is two or more devices connected. Explain how 
information moves around a network and the role of the server. Under-
stand that networks connect to the internet via a router. Explain some of 
the journey a website goes through to reach your computer. Explain that 
websites are split into small pieces (packets) to be sent via the internet. 
 

RE 

Christianity 

 

How do Christians show that reconciliation with God and others is im-

portant? 

 

Art/DT 

Growing Artists: Drawing  
 

Use simple shapes to draw objects, developing observation skills to draw 

natural and manmade objects. Use shading to create light and dark 

tones in drawing. Take texture rubbings to create nature inspired art-

work in the style of Max Ernst and botanical artist Maud Purdy. Create 

detailed botanical drawings from observation, applying techniques to 

add tone and form. Explore scale and composition to create abstract 

drawings inspired by Georgia O’Keeffe.   

 

PE 

Tag Rugby Develop different ways of throwing and catching, Move with the ball 

using a range of techniques showing control and fluency, Pass the ball 

with increasing speed, accuracy and success in a game situation. Occa-

sionally contribute towards helping their team to keep and win back 

possession of the ball in a team game. Make the best use of space to 

pass and receive the ball. 

MFL 

French Unit 1: Bonjour! Say hello and goodbye 

Ask and say your name 

Ask and say how you are 

Nouns (musical instruments) 

Numbers up to 10 

Music 

Creating compositions in response 
to an animation (Mountains). 
 

Listen to music and consider the narrative it could represent. Pay close 

attention to the dynamics, pitch and tempo and how they change. Ver-

balise how the music makes them feel. Create actions or movements 

appropriate to each section of a piece of music. Play in time and with an 

awareness of other pupils’ parts, giving some thought to dynamics. Play 

melodies and rhythms which represent the section of animation they are 

accompanying. 

 

PSHE 

Being a good friend 

 

Recognise the different types of friendships that are important to us (eg: 

family, friends, groups we belong to, neighbours). Explain why friendship 

and having friends is valuable. Identify how friends show they care for 

and value each other. Describe what makes a good friendship 

and what is most important in a friendship.  

You will never have this day again so, with the guidance of God, make it count! 



Ways To Help At Home 

Reading and Spelling 

• Please listen to your child read regularly—daily is best.  

• Continue to read stories aloud to your child.  

• Spellings will be sent home on a Friday. Encourage your 
child to practise these at home ready for the test on the 
following Friday.  

Knowledge Organisers 

We will continue to use knowledge organisers for many of our 

curriculum areas this year. Copies of these may be sent home 

at different points this term. When they do come home please 

spend some time looking at the information together with your 

child and helping  them remember key facts 

Maths 

• Practise times tables on Times Table Rock Stars (TTRS) a 
few times a week. Year 3 children should already be 
confident in using the 2,5 and 10 times tables. They will 
revise these and then begin to learn the 3,4 and 8 times 
tables.  

• The teachers will set activities on Mathletics each Friday. 
These will be linked to the topics that the children have 
been learning about at school. Please encourage your 
child to complete these every week.  

Wider Curriculum (KS2) 

Optional/Extra Homework Ideas 

This term, we will be learning about earthquakes in geography.  

• Create an earthquake-proof building out of recycled    

materials. How much shaking can it withstand? 

• Research different types of rocks, how they are formed 

and where they can be found  

• Create a cartoon strip to explain how moving tectonic 

plates can cause volcanoes or earthquakes.  

• Visit the Thurston library and find some books to read 

about earthquakes, volcanoes or rocks. You can ask the 

librarian to order the books in for you.   


