
Year 1 Curriculum Newsletter 
Autumn Term 2022 

Welcome to the new school year and the Autumn Term! 

All children in Year 1 and 2 may be taught and supported by all of our Year 1/2 staff at some point during 
the school year.  Staff include: Mrs Wigzell, Mrs Green, Miss Innocenzio, Mrs Webb and Miss Wognum 

Teaching Assistants: Mrs Bunton, Mrs Kerry, Miss May, Mrs McCormack, Mrs Mercer and Mrs Tunbridge. 

Subject Coverage  Knowledge &  Skills 

English 

 

Poetry: Patterns and Rhymes 

Invitations: Postman Bear 

Character Descriptions: Toy Story 

Instructional Writing: How to Play a 

game. 

Recognise rhymes and use features of poetry. 

Use capital letters at the start and sentences and for proper nouns.  

End sentences with full stops. 

Use a modelled structure to support own writing composition.  

Use a range of adjectives to describe characters.  

Write a short narrative and re-read to ensure it makes sense.  

Maths 

Place Value within 10 (5 weeks) 

 

 

 

 

Addition and Subtraction within 10 

(2 weeks) 

Sort, count, order, recognise and compare objects and numbers. 

Recognise numbers as words. 

Count on and back from any number.  

1 more and 1 less.  

Vocab of fewer, more, same, less than, greater than, equal to.  

Use a number line. 

 

Part whole models. 

Number sentences. 

Fact families.  

What We Will Be Learning Across The Curriculum 

Christian Values 

Thankfulness 
 

Key Information 

Class Emails: dolphins@thurstonprimary.net 

turtles@thurstonprimary.net 

penguins@thurstonprimary.net 

PE day: Turtle's and Penguins: Monday and Dolphins: Tuesday 

Library Day: Turtles: Monday, Dolphins: Wednesday and Penguins: Thursday 

You will never have this day again so, with the guidance 
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Science 

Everyday Materials 

 

 

 

Working Scientifically 

 

Distinguish between an object and the material(s) from which it is made. 

Identify and name a variety of everyday materials, including wood,    
plastic, glass, metal, water and rock. 

Describe simple physical properties of a variety of everyday materials. 

Compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the ba-
sis of their simple physical properties. 

 

Perform simple tests. 

Observe closely, using simple equipment. 

Gather and record data to help in answering questions. 

Identify and classify. 

Use their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions. 

Humanities 

History: Changes within living 
memory and our own lives.  

How have toys changed throughout 
history? 

Historical Enquiry and investigations: Sorting artefacts, to ask and an-
swer questions about artefacts and observe or handle evidence to ask 
and answer questions about the past. 

Chronology: Sequence artefacts, photos and pictures in chronological 
order and describe changes in their own lives. 

Knowledge and Interpretation: Look at books, videos, photographs and 
artefacts to find out about the past.  

We will be looking at how toys have changed over time from the earliest 
toys found to the toys that we play with today. We will be asking the 
children in a few weeks to ask Grandparents about the toys they played 
with when they were little. 

Computing 

Computing systems and networks: 
improving mouse skills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online safety: using the internet 
safely. 

To learn how to explore and tinker with hardware to find out how it 
works. 

To learn where keys are located on the keyboard. 

To use a basic range of tools within graphic editing software. 

To develop control of the mouse through dragging, clicking and resizing 
of images to create different effects. 

To develop understanding of different software tools. 

To log in and out and saving work on their own account. 

To know what the internet is and how to use it safely. 

PE 

Dance (Penguin Class) 

 

Gymnastics (Dolphin and Turtle 
Class) 

To develop skills of travelling, turning, stillness, changing shape, size, 
direction, level, speed and actions using words as the stimuli.  
 

To copy, explore and remember actions and movements to create their 
own sequence.  

To hold a still shape whilst balancing on different points of the body.  

To travel and jump in a variety of different ways with increasing control 
and balance.  

Music 

Pulse and Rhythm:  

All About Me 

Recognising and understanding the difference between pulse and 
rhythm. 

Listening to and repeating short, simple rhythmic patterns and respond-
ing to other performers by playing as part of a group. 

Combining instrumental and vocal sounds within a given structure. 

Singing short songs from memory, maintaining the overall shape of the 
melody and keeping in time. 

Maintaining the pulse (playing on the beat) using hands, and tuned and 
untuned Instruments. 

You will never have this day again so, with the guidance of God, make it count! 



RE 

Why is belonging to God and the 
Church Family important to Chris-

tians 

To educate pupils about religions and world views and their impact on 
individuals, communities and the wider world. 

To understand that Christians believe that baptism welcomes a person 
into Gods family. 

To recall a church song that makes everyone feel welcome. 

To remember some of the events which happen in a baby's baptism. 

Art/DT 

Art and Design Skills (Painting, 
printing, drawing) 

To use a range of materials creatively to design and make products.  

To develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, 
pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space. 

To use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 
experiences and imagination. 

To find out about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and design-
ers, describing the differences and similarities between different practic-
es and disciplines and making links to their own work. 

PSHE 
What is the same and  

different about us? 

To know about the ways in which they are the same and different to 
others and that there is a great deal they share in common. 

To learn about special people in our lives and how we care for each oth-
er. 

To learn about how we change as we grow. 

To learn and understand the PANTs rule. 

Ways To Help At Home 

Reading/Phonics 

Reading books linked to our phonics sessions will be sent home 

each week. Children will have one book per week, as daily re-

reading of the same book helps children to build fluency and 

prosody. Please ensure the reading book is in school every day 

and take good care of it 

Please try and read with and to your child every day. This helps 

to build  vocabulary, develops cognitive ability  and supports 

brain development.  

Knowledge Organisers  

We will continue to use knowledge organisers for many of our 

curriculum areas this year. Copies of these can be found on the 

school website, under year group specific information. Please 

spend some time looking at the     information together with 

your child and helping  them  to consolidate their learning by 

discussing key facts and recalling what they have learnt so far. 

Mathletics 
Mathletics activities will be set each week which are linked to 
the learning in class. Please try to complete the activities each 
week. Log in details will be sent home next week. 
 

Spellings 
We do not have weekly spelling tests in KS1 as we find that 
children tend to simply learn for the test. Instead please regu-
larly practice a mixture of words from the Year 1 & 2 spelling 
lists– found on the website. 

Life Skills 

We work really hard in school to make the children independ-

ent learners. Please encourage your        children to cut their 

own food up and put on and zip up their own coats at home. 

 

You will never have this day again so, with the guidance of God, make it count! 


