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‘Grammar to a writer is 

to a mountaineer a good 

pair of hiking boots or, 

more precisely, to a deep-

sea diver an oxygen tank.’ 



You’ll never have this day again, so with the guidance of God make it count. 

The purpose of this short booklet is to inform you of 

the new National Curriculum Expectations for the 

teaching of SPAG for your child’s year group. 

There is now a stronger emphasis on vocabulary 

development, grammar, the correct use of punctuation 

and accurate spelling with the aim that all children 

leave primary school confident in spelling, punctuation 

and grammar.  

 

How will my child benefit from the teaching of SPAG? 

SPAG is specifically taught on a daily basis and then 

reinforced during literacy lessons enabling the children 

to apply what they have learnt. 

The ability to write and communicate are key life skills.  

In the long term, your child will be able to use these 

skills throughout their education and into adult life.    

 

 

 

 

 



You’ll never have this day again, so with the guidance of God make it count. 

Grammar and punctuation in Year 4 

Curriculum Expectation Examples – how to use and apply 
Use of apostrophes to show 
possession. 

The dog’s bowl (singular) 
The dogs’ bowl (more than 1 dog) 

Use of standard English instead of 
local word form. 

We were instead of we was 

Use of expanded noun phrases. Expanded noun phrases add 
information to nouns.  They give us 
more detail about the place, person or 
thing. 
The maths teacher (noun phrase). 
The strict maths teacher with curly 
hair (expanded noun phrase). 

Fronted adverbials. 
Placing a comma after a fronted 
adverbial. 

A fronted adverbial gives us more 
information.  It answers the questions 
when, where or how. 
At midnight, the clock struck. 

Use of inverted commas to punctuate 
speech. 

Previously known as speech marks. 
“Come here!” shouted the man. 

Use of pronouns to avoid repetition.  A pronoun replaces a noun e.g she, 
he, them, its… 
‘The man walked to shop and the man 
bought some milk’ becomes ‘The man 
walked to the shop and he bought some 
milk.’ 

Spelling in Year 3 and 4 

Spell the words on the Year 3 and 4 
statutory list (words they have to 
learn by law). 

Spellings on the Monday Spelling Test. 

Recognise and spell further 
homophones. 

Words that sound the same but are 
spelt differently (e.g grate/great). 

Use the prefixes: dis, mis, in, im, il,re, 
sub, inter, anti, auto 

Prefixes are added to the front of the 
root word and change its meaning. 

Spell words with the suffixes: tion, 
sion, cian, ssion, ly, ation, ous 

Suffixes are word endings. 

Learn different spelling rules; word 
endings and sounds.  

 

Check spellings using a dictionary.  
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How can you help at home? 

 

 

 

 

 

Talk it through with your child; 

ask them to explain what tools 

they have used in their writing.  

Discuss with them what a 

fronted adverbial is etc.  It will 

help them to reinforce their 

learning and enable you to 

support them. 

Try out some different 

grammar activities: 

• How many pieces of 

punctuation can they 

find?  What is the 

function of each piece? 

• Add more interesting 

phrases into boring 

sentences e.g how could 

they improve ‘the cat ran 

across the road.’ 

• Word hunter: what type 

of words can they spot in 

their reading books? 

SPAG Websites to reinforce 

learning: 

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/en

glish-games/7-11-

years/spelling-and-grammar  

http://resources.woodlands-

junior.kent.sch.uk/interactive/li

teracy2.htm  

Spellings: 

• Look, cover, write, check. 

• Spelling anagrams – write the letters of the spelling on sticky notes, can 

they make the spelling by moving the letters around? 

• Play countdown, hangman. 

• Find examples of prefixes and suffixes whilst they are reading. 

• Encourage your child to have a go at spelling the words using their sounds.  

Get them to check it using a dictionary. 

• Think about what you do when you don’t know a spelling.  Share your top 

tips with your child.  

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/interactive/literacy2.htm
http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/interactive/literacy2.htm
http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/interactive/literacy2.htm

