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‘Grammar to a writer is to 

a mountaineer a good pair 

of hiking boots or, more 

precisely, to a deep-sea 

diver an oxygen tank.’ 

A.A. Patawaran 



You will never have this day again so, with the guidance of God, make it count! 
 

The purpose of this short booklet is to inform you 

of the National Curriculum Expectations for the 

teaching of SPAG for your child’s year group. 

There is a strong emphasis on vocabulary 

development, grammar, the correct use of 

punctuation and accurate spelling with the aim 

that all children leave primary school confident in 

spelling, punctuation and grammar.  

 

How will my child benefit from the teaching of 

SPAG? 

SPAG is teaching forms an important part of our 

daily English lessons where every lesson starts 

with a SPAG task which teaches new skills and 

reinforces previously taught content. Children to 

apply what they have learnt throughout the 

curriculum. 

The ability to write and communicate are key life 

skills.  In the long term, your child will be able to 

use these skills throughout their education and 

into adult life.    
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Grammar and punctuation in Year 2 

Curriculum Expectation Examples – how to use and apply 

Create nouns by adding suffixes such 

as ‘ness’ ‘er.’ 

A suffix is a group of letters that can be 

added to the end of a root word to 

change its meaning.  

Happy – happiness 

Tired - tiredness 

Create adjectives using the suffixes ‘ful’ 

and ‘less.’ 

An adjective is a describing word. 

Colour – colourful 

Fear - fearless 

Create adverbs by adding ‘ly.’ An adverb describes a verb – tells you 

how someone did something. 

They walked quickly.  

Use of subordination and coordination 

to help sentences flow. 

Using the words when, if, that, 

because. 

Using the words or, and, but. 

Use expanded noun phrases to add in 

description. 

The butterfly (noun phrase) becomes 

the beautiful, blue butterfly (expanded 

noun phrase).  

Understanding what makes a 

statement, question, exclamation or 

command. 

Statement: I am in Year 2. 

Question: What class are you in? 

Exclamation: That’s hot! 

Command: Come here.  

Correct use of the past and present 

tense. 

Past tense:  It rained yesterday. 

Present tense: It is raining.  

Use capital letters, full stops, question 

marks and exclamation marks. 

T . ? ! 

Use commas to separate items in a list. I collected a shell, stone and crab. 

Use apostrophes to show missing 

letters and possession. 

Cannot becomes can’t. (Show missing 

letters) 

Katy’s shoes. (Show possession).  

Spelling in Year 2 

Use phonic knowledge learnt in Year 1 

to spell words.  

Using the phonemes (sounds) that 

they have learnt.  

Add suffixes to spell longer words. Suffixes are groups of letters that you 

can add to the end of a root word e.g. 

ment, ful, less, ly. 

Spell some homophones. Words that sound the same but are 

spelt differently. 

Sea and see, great and grate.  

Correctly spell common contractions. A contraction is when two words are 

made into one e.g did not becomes 

didn’t. They are words with missing 

letters.  

Spell Year 2 word list, including 

common exception words.  

See attached sheet (to read and spell). 
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How can you help at home? 

 

 

 

 

 

Provide your child with a simple writing kit – this could include pencil, 

whiteboard and pen…. 

Encourage them to do a little bit of writing at home to consolidate what 

they are learning at school.  Make it fun!  Can they help you write a 

shopping list? 

Listen to your child read and record it in their reading record.  

• Encourage your child to 

pronounce sounds and 

words correctly. 

• Demonstrate the correct 

use of grammar in 

spoken and written 

word. 

• Talk to your child about 

what they are learning at 

school.  

SPAG Websites to reinforce 

learning: 

http://resources.woodlands-

junior.kent.sch.uk/interactive/li

teracy.html 

‘Phonics Play’  

There are some free games 

that can be accessed at home. 

Spellings: 

• Research shows that stand-alone spelling learning/tests do not support long 

term retention of spellings in young children. 

• Rather than weekly spellings we are sending home the National Curriculum 

list of words which are expected to be able to be spelt by the end of Year 1.   

• Should you wish to work on spellings at home then focus on words from this 

list, but whatever you do make it fun and pressure free.  

http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/interactive/literacy.html
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