
Thurston CE Primary Academy Progression in History Skills 
 

You will never have this day again so, with the guidance of God, make it count! 
 

Intent 

At Thurston CE Primary Academy we want to inspire our pupils to know more about the past in Britain and the wider world. We ensure that there is a clear progression of skills and concepts 

as children move through the school, covering all the National Curriculum requirements. Our pupils develop transferable skills which equip them for future learning, whatever the period of 

history being studied. These key historical skills and concepts are: Chronology, Historical Enquiry, Knowledge and Interpretation, Historical Investigations and Presenting, Organising and 

Communicating. 

Pupils are ask questions about people and events in the past, think critically, interpret evidence and understand different perspectives and arguments. Children leave Thurston at Year 6 as 

historians with investigative and research skills, good communication skills, and interest in human behaviour, culture and society and enquiring minds. 

Implementation- How is History taught at Thurston CE Primary Academy? 

Our history curriculum focuses on enabling pupil to think as historians; examining sources, asking questions, interpret sources and developing research skills. We understand the value of 

stories in history teaching and use these to stimulate questions about the past. 

History is taught on a rolling two year programme throughout Key Stage One and Two,  at KS1 these lessons will be approximately an hour a week of history or geography  and at KS2 

approximately 1.5 hours a week. To deepen understanding these explicit lessons are supported with additional learning across the curriculum but particularly in English. Lessons are 

differentiated by outcome to ensure equal access to knowledge and skills.  

The curriculum at Thurston CE Primary Academy enables pupils to develop their knowledge and understanding of the world we live in. Pupils are given the opportunity to discuss, research 
and form opinions relating to high profile global issues. We aim to give pupils the ability to question their actions and understand the impact that decisions they and others make have on the 
world we live in.  
We recognise that we live in a diverse global community and our curriculum reflects this. We teach pupils through our Christian values that diversity should be celebrated and embraced in 
order to become effective citizens in our multi-cultural society. We provide opportunities for pupils to explore similarities and differences between different communities throughout history. 
Through understanding the rich diversity in the history of the world, we give pupils a sense of place and they understand that they play a part in its future 
History is planned and delivered at a high standard and there are high expectations for pupils in lessons. Presentation expectations in History are high and expected to be at the same 
standard as in English books; due to the cross-curricular links historical writing may also be in English books.  Opportunities are given for wider historical experiences through events such as 
experience days, external visitors and trips. 

Impact 

The structure of history lessons focuses on a clear progression of core knowledge and skills, ensuring that the history curriculum will make a deep and positive impact on the outcomes of 

every pupil.  

Cross curricular writing is undertaken regularly both within English and History lessons, giving pupils a wider opportunity to show their knowledge and understanding of historical concepts. 

Where appropriate, strong links with other subjects will be made to enhance the curriculum and learning experience. Previous learning is reviewed at the start of each lesson, in line with 

Rosenshine’s principles which supports pupils to retain the knowledge that they have been taught. Knowledge organisers, which detail key learning points, vocabulary and key questions are 

used both to introduce a topic and throughout to consolidate concepts. Assessment against the progression of skills and knowledge will be made by class teachers by the end of each unit and 

be used to inform future planning. History is monitored by subject leads through learning walks, book looks and informal conversations with staff. 
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 Pupils should be taught about: 
• changes within living memory. Where 

appropriate, these should be used to 

reveal aspects of change in national life; 

• events beyond living memory that are 

significant nationally or globally [for 

example the Great Fire of London, the 

first aeroplane flight or events 

commemorated through festivals or 

anniversaries]; 

• the lives of significant individuals in the 

past who have contributed to national 

and international achievements. Some 

should be used to compare aspects of life 

in different periods [for example 

Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, 

Christopher Columbus and Neil 

Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim 

Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder 

and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily 

Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence 

Nightingale and Edith Cavell]; significant 

historical events, people and places in 

their own locality. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils should be taught about: 
• changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age; 
• the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain; 
• Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots; 
• the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward 

the Confessor; 

• a local history study; 
• a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological 

knowledge beyond 1066; 

• the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first 

civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus 

Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China; 

• Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on 

the western world; 

• a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen 

from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan 

civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 
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Talk about past and 
present events in their 
own lives and family 
members. 
 
 
Talk about the passing 
of time. 

Sequence events or 
artefacts in 
chronological order  
 
Describe changes in 
their own lives 
 
Use words and phrases 
to show the passing of 
time 
 
 
 
 

Sequence events or 
artefacts closer together 
in time in chronological 
order 
 
Sequence photos and 
pictures from different 
periods  
 
Describe memories of 
key events in their lives  
 
Order dates from 
earliest to latest on 
simple timelines 
 

Place the time studied 
on a time line  
 
Sequence events, 
artefacts or historical 
figures on a timeline  
 
Use dates related to the 
passing of time  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Place events 
(sometimes further 
apart) from period 
studied on a time line  
 
Use terms related to the 
period and begin to date 
events  
 
Understand more 
complex terms e.g. 
BC/AD  
 
 

Place current study on 
time line in relation to 
other studies  
 
Know and sequence key 
events of time studied  
 
Accurately use dates 
and terms to describe 
historical events 
 
Relate current studies to 
previous studies  
 
Make comparisons 
between different times 
in history, including 
some detail 

Sequence an increasing 
amount of events on a 
time line, using dates 
accurately 
 
Understand how some 
historical 
events/periods occurred 
concurrently in different 
locations  
 
Accurately use dates 
and terms to describe 
historical events 
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Children are guided to 
make sense of their 
physical world and their 
community. 

Sort artefacts into 
“then” and “now”  
 
To use speaking and 
listening skills (links to 
literacy)  
 
To ask and answer 
questions related to 
different sources and 
artefacts 
 
Observe or handle 
evidence and make 
simple observations. 
 
 

Ask questions about the 
past and use a source to 
find answers 
 
Sequence a collection of 
artefacts 
 
Use timelines to discuss 
the effectiveness of 
sources 
 
 
 

Use a range of sources 
to find out about a 
period  
 
Observe small details in 
artefacts, pictures etc 
 
Select and record 
information relevant to 
the study  
 
Begin to use books and 
the internet for own 
research to build up a 
clearer picture of the 
past 
 
 

Use evidence to build up 
a picture of a past event  
 
Choose relevant 
material to build and 
present a picture of one 
aspect of life in the past  
 
Use books and the 
internet for own 
research to build up a 
clearer picture of the 
past 
 
Devise own questions 
about the past and 
construct informed 
responses through 
organisation of relevant 
historical information 

Begin to identify 
primary and secondary 
sources  
 
Use a range of sources 
to find out about an 
aspect of time past 
 
Select relevant sections 
of information to 
address historically valid 
questions 
 
Confidently use books 
and the internet to 
undertake own research 

Recognise primary and 
secondary sources  
 
Use a wide range of 
evidence to build up a 
picture of life in time 
studied  
 
Investigate their own 
lines of enquiry by 
posing historically valid 
questions and construct 
detailed, informed 
answers 
 
Gather knowledge from 
several sources together 
to build a fluent account 
of the past 
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Look at their own 
families and immediate 
surrroundings.   
 
Listening to a broad 
selection of stories, 
non-fiction, rhymes 
and poems to foster 
their understanding of 
our culturally, socially, 
technologically and 
ecologically diverse 
world and build 
knowledge.  
 

Begin to describe 
similarities and 
differences between 
past and present  
 
Start to use stories or 
accounts to distinguish 
between fact and fiction 
 
Look at books, videos, 
photographs, pictures 
and artefacts to find out 
about the past and 
begin to identify 
different ways the past 
is represented. 
 
Know and recount 
episodes from stories 
and events in the past 

Find out about people 
and events in other 
times and identify 
similarities and 
differences 
 
Look at books, videos, 
photographs, pictures 
and artefacts to find out 
about the past. 
 
Compare two different 
versions of the past. 
 
Understand that there 
are reasons why people 
in the past acted as they 
did 
 
Describe significant 
individuals from the 
past 
 
 
 

Find out about everyday 
lives of people in time 
studied  
 
Compare with our life 
today  
 
Note key changes over a 
period of time and be 
able to give reasons for 
those changes 
 
Find out about the 
everyday lives of people 
in the time studied 
compared with our life 
today and explain how 
the past has influenced 
life today 
 
 

Use evidence to 
reconstruct life in time 
studied  
 
Identify key features 
and events 
 
Look for links and 
effects in time studied  
 
Offer a reasonable 
explanation for some 
events and explain why 
some accounts of 
events may differ 
 
Develop a broad 
understanding of 
ancient civilisations 
 
Describe connections 
and contrasts between 
aspects of history, 
people, events and 
artefacts studied 

Study different aspects 
of the life of different 
people and identify and 
note connections, 
contrast and trends over 
time 
 
Examine causes and 
results of great events 
and the impact on 
people 
 
Consider different ways 
of checking the accuracy 
of interpretations of the 
past 
 
Study an ancient 
civilization in detail (e.g. 
Benin, Shang Dynasty, 
Maya)  
 
Find and analyse a wide 
range of evidence about 
the past 
 
Compare and contrast 
ancient civilisations 
 
Know key dates, 
characters and events of 
time studied and use 
appropriate historical 
terms (such as culture, 
religious, social, 
economic and political) 
when describing the 
past 

Find about beliefs, 
behaviour and 
characteristics of 
people, recognising that 
not everyone shares the 
same views and feelings  
 
Show an awareness of 
the concept of 
propaganda 
 
Write another 
explanation of a past 
event in terms of cause 
and effect using 
evidence to support and 
illustrate their 
explanation  
 
 
Use a range of evidence 
to offer clear reasons 
for different 
interpretations of 
events, linking this to 
factual understanding 
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Increased knowledge 
and sense of the world 
around them – from 
visiting parks, libraries 
and museums to 
meeting important 
members of society 
such as police officers, 
nurses and firefighters. 

Observe or handle 
evidence to ask simple 
questions about the 
past 

Observe or handle 
evidence to find 
answers to simple 
questions about the 
past on the basis of 
simple observations 
 
Choose and select 
evidence and say how it 
can be used to find out 
about the past 

Use a range of sources 
to find out about the 
past 
 
Regularly address and 
sometimes devise own 
questions to find 
answers about the past 

Gather more detail from 
sources such as maps to 
build up a clearer 
picture of the past 
 
Begin to undertake their 
own research 
 
Construct informed 
responses about one 
aspect of life or a key 
event in the past 
through careful 
selection and 
organisation of 
historical information 

Use a wide range of 
different evidence to 
collect evidence 
about the past, such 
as ceramics, pictures, 
documents, printed 
sources, posters, 
online material, 
pictures, 
photographs, 
artefacts, historic 
statues, figures, 
sculptures, historic 
sites; 
 
Investigate their own 
lines of enquiry by 
posing historically valid 
questions to answer. 

Start to understand the 
difference between 
primary and secondary 
evidence and the impact 
of this on reliability and 
evaluate the usefulness 
of these different 
sources 
 
Select relevant sections 
of information to 
address historically valid 
questions and construct 
details, informed 
responses 
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Children talk about past 
and present events in 
their own lives and 
family members. 
 
Sequence pictures to 
show time order. 
 
Use simple words to talk 
about the passing of 
time. 

Sort objects into groups 
(then and now). 
 
Time lines (create with 
objects and/or pictures). 
 
Use drama/role play to 
communicate their 
knowledge about the 
past  
 
Record using drawings 
and/or 
writing (reports, 
labelling, simple 
recount)  
 
ICT  
  

Class display/ museum 
annotated photographs  
 
Show an understanding 
of historical terms, such 
as monarch, parliament, 
government 
 
Talk, write and draw 
about things from the 
past 
 
ICT 
 
Tell stories from the 
past. 

Communicate 
knowledge and 
understanding in a 
variety of ways – 
discussions, pictures, 
writing, annotations, 
drama 
 
Use and understand 
appropriate historical 
vocabulary to 
communicate 
information such as 
ruled, reigned, 
empire, invasion, 
conquer, kingdoms 
 
Begin to construct their 
own responses that 
involve thoughtful 
selection and 
organisation of relevant 
historical information. 

Communicate 
knowledge and 
understanding about the 
past in a variety of ways: 
discussions, pictures, 
writing, annotations, 
drama, data handling. 
 
Know the period in 
which the study is set  
 
Present, communicate 
and organise ideas 
about the past using 
models, drama role 
play and different 
genres of writing 
including letters, 
recounts, poems, 
adverts, diaries, 
posters and guides 
 
Construct their own 
responses that involve 
thoughtful selection 
and organisation of 
relevant historical 
information. 
 
Work independently 
and in groups 

Fit events into a display 
sorted by theme time  
 
Use appropriate terms, 
matching dates to 
people and events  
 
Record and 
communicate 
knowledge in different 
forms· work 
independently and in 
groups showing 
initiative  
 

Use a variety of ways to 
communicate 
knowledge and 
understanding including 
extended writing  
 
Plan and carry out 
individual investigations 
 
Select and organise 
information to produce 
structured work, making 
appropriate use of dates 
and terms. 
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Use simple words to talk 
about the passing of 
time: 
Past  
Present 
Similar 
Different  
 
Enriching and widening 
children’s vocabulary 
will support later 
reading comprehension 

Use appropriate 
historical vocabulary to 
communicate, including: 
In order, a long time 
ago, recently, when my 
parents/carers, 
grandparents were 
children, in the …… 
times? 

Use appropriate 
historical vocabulary to 
communicate, including: 
In order, a long time 
ago, recently, when my 
parents/carers, 
grandparents were 
children, years, decades 
and centuries, in my 
lifetime, in my 
parents’/carers’ 
lifetime, modern, old-
fashioned, long term, 
short term, timeline, 
time scale, in the ……. 
period, in …… times? 

Use appropriate 
historical vocabulary to 
communicate, including:  
Dates 
BCE (Before common 
Era_ 
BC (Before Christ) 
CE (Common Era) 
AD (Anno Domini) 
Ancient 
Civilisation 
Archaeology  
Pre-history 
Biased 
Impact 
Consequences 
  

Use appropriate 
historical vocabulary to 
communicate, including:  
Dates 
BCE (Before common 
Era_ 
BC (Before Christ) 
CE (Common Era) 
AD (Anno Domini) 
Ancient 
Civilisation 
Archaeology  
Pre-history 
Biased 
Impact 
Consequences 
 

Use appropriate 
historical vocabulary to 
communicate, including:  
Primary source of 
evidence 
Secondary source of 
evidence 
Reliable 
Legacy 
Consequences 
Key dates 
Era 
Continuity and change 
Century and decade 
Democracy 
 

Use appropriate 
historical vocabulary to 
communicate, including:  
Primary source of 
evidence 
Secondary source of 
evidence 
Reliable 
Legacy 
Consequences 
Key dates 
Era 
Continuity and change 
Century and decade 
Democracy 
 

 


